
Eighteenth Meeting of the 
HB 21-1317 Scientific Review Council

August 8, 2024
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Opening Remarks, Introductions and 
Welcome; Updates on Conflict of Interest

Christopher E. Urbina, MD, MPH
Chair, HB 21-1317 Scientific Review Council
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Scientific Review Council Members
Member Role on Council Affiliation(s)

Chris Urbina, MD, MPH (Chair) Preventive medicine specialist (or preventive 
medicine public health professional)

Arapahoe Department of Public Health and 
Environment; Former Director of CDPHE

Gregory Kinney, PhD, MPH Epidemiologist Colorado School of Public Health

Kelly Knupp, MD
Physician familiar with the administration of medical 
marijuana pursuant to current state laws to those 
aged zero to seventeen

University of Colorado School of Medicine

Kennon Heard, MD Medical Toxicologist University of Colorado School of Medicine

Archana Shrestha, MD Neurologist University of Colorado School of Medicine

Erica Wymore, MD, MPH Pediatrician University of Colorado, School of Medicine

Paula Riggs, MD Psychiatrist University of Colorado, School of Medicine

Susan Calcaterra, MD, MPH
Internal medicine physician (or other specialist in 
adult medicine)

University of Colorado School of Medicine

Joseph Schacht, PhD Licensed Substance Abuse Disorder Specialist University of Colorado School of Medicine

Kent Hutchison, PhD Neuropsychopharmacologist University of Colorado School of Medicine

Lesley Brooks, MD
Medical professional (or public health professional) 
who specializes in racial and health disparities and 
systemic inequalities in health care and medicine

North Colorado Health Alliance; SummitStone 
Health Partners
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Cannabis Research & Policy Project Team Members

Member Sub-Team

Lisa Bero, PhD Systematic Review

Ashley Brooks-Russell, PhD, MPH Subject Area Expertise

Meghan Buran, MPH Administration

Annie Collier, PhD Education Campaign

Jenn Leiferman, PhD Education Campaign

Louis Leslie, BA Systematic Review

Tianjing Li, MD, PhD, MHS Systematic Review

Jean-Pierre Oberste, MPH Systematic Review

Christi Piper, MLIS Systematic Review

Thanitsara Rittiphairoj, MD, MPH Systematic Review

Daphna Rubin, MPH Systematic Review

Jonathan Samet, MD, MS Administration

Neeloofar Soleimanpour, MPH Administration

Greg Tung, PhD, MPH Administration, Subject Area Expertise, Education Campaign

Sam Wang, MD Subject Area Expertise

Tsz Wing Yim, MPH Systematic Review
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Review of Agenda

Christopher E. Urbina, MD, MPH
Chair, HB 21-1317 Scientific Review Council
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Scientific Review Council Meeting Agenda
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10:00 AM
Opening Remarks, Introductions and Welcome, Updates 

on Conflict of Interest
Chris Urbina

10:05 AM Review of Agenda and Meeting Minutes (6/07/24) Chris Urbina

10:10 AM Summary of 2023-2024 Activities Jon Samet & Greg Tung

10:20 AM Review of Educational Campaign Annie Collier

10:35 AM SRC Discussion of Educational Campaign Chris Urbina

10:45 AM Discuss Plans and Resources for 2024-2025 Jon Samet & Greg Tung

10:55 AM SRC Discussion Chris Urbina

11:25 AM Next Steps & Closing Remarks Jon Samet & Chris Urbina



Review of Meeting Minutes

Christopher E. Urbina, MD, MPH
Chair, HB 21-1317 Scientific Review Council
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Prior Reports & Meeting Materials Available

https://coloradosph.cuanschutz.edu/research-and-practice/practice/cannabis-research/resources

https://coloradosph.cuanschutz.edu/research-and-practice/practice/cannabis-research/resources


Summary of 2023-2024 Activities
Jonathan Samet, MD, MS

Professor & Former Dean, Colorado School of Public Health

Greg Tung, PhD, MPH
Associate Professor, Colorado School of Public Health
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Accomplishments of 2023-2024

• Administration Core:

• Developed a monthly newsletter and detailed timeline that is posted on our project website; next update 

will be posted at the end of August 2024.

• CME event with Children's Hospital Colorado

▪ Focused on pediatricians and OB-GYNs

• Hosted a virtual open session that provided a review of activities and an opportunity for the public to 

pose questions to the project team. 

▪ Thirty-seven attendees including members of advocacy organizations, cannabis industry 

organizations, government officials, and others. 

▪ Recording is available on our team website. 

• Hosted six Scientific Review Council meetings. 

▪ All meetings are recorded, and summaries are posted on the project website. 
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Monthly Newsletter & Timeline



Accomplishments of 2023-2024
• Research Core:

• Updated the scoping review, screening more than 6,000 new studies from July 1, 2022, to 

October 31, 2023.

▪ 100 new studies will be added to the Tableau Dashboard

▪ We plan to publish an updated report on the entire 550 studies.

• Conducted a Systematic Review on the 100+ studies identified to have a Mental Health 

Outcome from our initial scoping review.

▪ Manuscript of findings is under development

• Methods Workshop

▪ Report is under development, will be published
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Update to Scoping Review - PRISMA Diagram 



Mental Health Systematic Review

Manuscript is drafted, will 

update from additional 

scoping review findings.

from initial scoping 
review



Methods Workshop
Attendees Affiliation

Jessica Barrington-Trimis, PhD University of Southern California

Lisa Bero, PhD* Colorado School of Public Health

Ashley Brooks-Russell, PhD, MPH* Colorado School of Public Health

Meghan Buran, MPH* Colorado School of Public Health

Julia Dilley, PhD, M.E.S. Oregon Health Authority

Darin Erickson, PhD University of Minnesota

Marilyn Huestis, PhD National Institute on Drug Abuse & National Institutes of Health

Kent Hutchison, PhD** University of Colorado School of Medicine

Tom Jeanne, MD, MPH Oregon Health Authority

Heather Kimmel, PhD National Institute on Drug Abuse & National Institutes of Health

Michael Kosnett, MD, MPH Colorado School of Public Health

David Kroll, PhD University of Colorado School of Pharmacy

Stephen Lankenau, PhD Drexel University

Richard Miech, PhD University of Michigan

Rosalie Pacula, PhD University of Southern California

Paula Riggs, MD** University of Colorado School of Medicine

Jonathan Samet, MD, MS* Colorado School of Public Health

Neeloofar Soleimanpour, MPH* Colorado School of Public Health

Steven Teutsch, MD, MPH University of Southern California

Gregory Tung, PhD, MPH* Colorado School of Public Health

George Sam Wang, MD* University of Colorado School of Medicine

* Indicates attendees who are members of the Colorado School of Public Health Cannabis Research & 
Policy Project Team.
** Indicates attendees who are members of the House Bill 21-1317 Scientific Review Council.



2023-2024 Publications
• Policy Approaches to High Concentration Cannabis and THC Concentrates 

• Cannabis Research & Policy Project Team. (2024). Policy Approaches to High Concentration Cannabis and THC 

Concentrates. Colorado School of Public Health. 

• Methodological Challenges and Actionable Recommendations in Studying the Health Effects of High-

Concentration THC Products (Manuscript submitted for publication)

• Li, T., Wang, G.S., Brooks-Russell, A., Tung, G., Leslie, L., Rittiphairoj, T., Oberste, J. P., Yim, T.W.,  Bero, L., & Samet, 

J. M. Methodological Challenges and Actionable Recommendations in Studying the Health Effects of High-

Concentration THC Products. Manuscript submitted for publication. 

• Enhancing Methodological Approaches for Studying Health Effects of High-Concentration THC Products 

(Accepted by AJPH)

• Li, T., Wang, G.S., Bero, L., Brooks-Russell, A., Tung, G., & Samet, J. M. (in press). Enhancing Methodological 

Approaches for Studying Health Effects of High-Concentration THC Products. American Journal of Public Health.

• Health Effects of High-Concentration Cannabis Products: Scoping Review and Evidence Map

• Bero, L., Lawrence, R., Oberste, J. P., Li, T., Leslie, L., Rittiphairoj, T., Piper, C., Wang, G.S., Brooks-Russell, A., Yim, 

T.W., Tung, G., & Samet, J. M. (2023). Health Effects of High-Concentration Cannabis Products: Scoping Review 

and Evidence Map. American Journal of Public Health, 113(12), 1332-1342.
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https://coloradosph.cuanschutz.edu/docs/librariesprovider151/default-document-library/policy-approaches-to-high-concentration-cannabis-and-thc-concentrates---march-27-2024.pdf?sfvrsn=c96cc8bb_1
https://coloradosph.cuanschutz.edu/docs/librariesprovider151/default-document-library/policy-approaches-to-high-concentration-cannabis-and-thc-concentrates---march-27-2024.pdf?sfvrsn=c96cc8bb_1
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/full/10.2105/AJPH.2023.307414
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/full/10.2105/AJPH.2023.307414
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/full/10.2105/AJPH.2023.307414


Review of Educational Campaign 

Annie Collier, PhD
Associate Professor, Colorado School of Public Health
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COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT 

UPDATES

• Shortened version of Motivational Interviewing (MI) 

training was offered (“taste of MI”) to several different 

youth and adult advisor groups in SLV, Pueblo and Denver 

metro; feedback was provided about training

• CE team attended several different community events (e.g., 

Pride) to discuss project with community members. Over 

100 surveys were completed about their beliefs, attitudes 

and behaviors regarding high concentration cannabis
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PARTNERSHIP 
UPDATES

• CSU team finalized marketing materials in English and 

Spanish for young adults (18-25) living in Larimer and 

Weld counties.  See www.findthehighwithin.org

• Clinic Chat, LLC, trialed and finalized chatbot program, 

which is offered on the “Tea on THC” website.

• Grow Up and Hear/Say exhibitions closed on July 7 and 

July 14.  Multiple artist talks and a closing reception 

were held.  Catalogues are available.

• Each partnership provided us with end-of year-report, 

including metrics.
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http://www.findthehighwithin.org/


PROGRAM 
EVALUATION 

UPDATES

All programs have metrics 

and deliverables. These 

will be available in the 

comprehensive report and 

presented at a future SRC 

meeting.
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SUMMARY OF EVALUATION SURVEYS

Survey Name Responses

Master Survey
General Knowledge Community 
Survey

90

General Knowledge CINT Survey 389
Taste of MI 9
Art Eval Survey 9
Artists Education Survey- Day 1 9
Artists Education Survey- Day 2 14
Artists Education Survey- Day 3 13
Youth Artist Training Survey 16
Youth Artist Knowledge Survey 26
Art Patron Survey 102
Artists Post Art Exp 9
Oasis Day 1, Pt 1 32
Oasis Day 1, Pt 2 23
Oasis Day 2 37

Total Surveys: 14

Total Responses: 778

Types of Surveys:
We have developed several types of surveys, including:

•A general knowledge survey on high concentration cannabis (2 
versions were made: one for community events, such as Denver 
Pride, and one designed specifically for an online data collection 
team).

•Evaluations of motivational interview training
•Adult and youth artists’ knowledge of high concentration 

cannabis
•Adult and youth artists’ motivations for participation
•Evaluation and perception survey of Oasis, a meditation and 

mental health curriculum

Analysis:
To date, we have completed analysis of 4 surveys, including “Taste of 
Motivational Interviewing,” “Oasis meditation and mental health,” 
“Artist patron evaluation,” and “Artists’ education and knowledge 
survey.”  We have preliminarily completed analysis of our high 
concentration knowledge and beliefs survey and are still waiting for 
more responses. ***Initium has administered the General Knowledge survey via CINT; 

N = 500 will be completed.



ADMINISTRATIVE UPDATES

• Finalizing PRA position hire

• RFP is live - to select media firm through an open and 
competitive process; closes end of August.

• Finalizing plans for new projects

• Restructuring role of “Director”
• Greg will take on more of the day-to-day operations

• Annie will overview projects and evaluation, and participate in 
leadership decisions



INITIUM 
UPDATES

Finalizing Workstreams: 

• Brand identity

• Video production

• Campaign website

• Web-based curricula

• Social media and state-wide media

• Art exhibitions

• Podcasts

• Website is live 

(https://teaonthc.org/)

• More content will be added
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Website

The cornerstone of our campaign's digital 
presence will be the launch of the dedicated 
website, TeaOnTHC.org. This hub will provide 
detailed information on high concentration 
cannabis, its risks, and its effects, especially on 
youth and pregnant individuals. It will also 
educate parents and mentors on how to talk to 
their youth about high concentration 
cannabis. The website will feature interactive 
tools, educational articles, downloadable 
materials, support links, videos, podcast 
episodes and web-based curriculum lessons. 
Designed for user-friendliness and mobile 
compatibility, TeaOnTHC.org will ensure easy 
access to crucial information and will be the 
foundation of the campaign for years to come.

https://teaonthc.org/


Podcast Series

This podcast sheds light on the often-
overlooked risks of high concentration 
cannabis use, particularly among youth 
and pregnant people. Our mission is to 
provide clear, evidence-based facts and 
foster open conversation. Episodes 
break down the science behind 
cannabis and its impact on developing 
brains and prenatal health, and share 
real-life stories. We feature experts 
from medicine, psychology and public 
health, as well as individuals with 
firsthand experience of the risks of using 
high concentration products. In addition, 
we use podcast advertising to reach a 
broader audience and ensure our 
message resonates widely.



Videography

High-quality videography is central to our 
campaign's storytelling approach. We produced a 
series of short, impactful videos to highlight 
key messages on our website and social media 
channels, and at community events. These 
videos include animations explaining the effects of 
high concentration cannabis, interviews with 
experts, and real-life stories such as those from 
students at Denver's 5280 Sober School; Laura, a 
mom who lost her son to suicide after he used high 
concentration cannabis; and Brandon Lloyd, a 
former NFL player who shares his story of using 
cannabis during stressful times until he learned to 
use healthy coping strategies instead.



Illustrative Characters

To make complex information more 
digestible and engaging, we 
commissioned a series of custom 
illustrations for use in all campaign 
materials. The visuals were designed 
to be relatable and impactful, helping 
to convey key messages about the 
risks of high concentration cannabis 
in a way that is easy to understand 
and remember.



Web-Based Curriculum
The interactive web-based curriculum on TeaOnTHC.org 
includes modules developed by the Colorado University 
School of Public Health, the following titles:

• “Unlock the Truth About Cannabis,” which 
educates youth on what cannabis is, its various 
forms and its health impacts.

• “Stress Smart: Strategies to Cope with Stress,” 
which teaches stress management and substance 
use prevention for youth.

• “Balanced Beginnings: Stress Management for 
Expecting and New Parents,” which provides 
similar content tailored to pregnancy and the 
postpartum period.

• “Cannabis & Youth: Health Impacts and 
Effective Conversations,” which equips parents 
and trusted adults with essential information and 
effective strategies for discussing cannabis with 
youth.

https://teaonthc.org/


TARGET: PARENTS & MENTORS

Photoshoot



TARGET: PREGNANCY & EARLY PARENTHOOD

Photoshoot



This podcast sheds light on the
often-overlooked risks of high 
concentration cannabis use, particularly 
among youth and pregnant people. Our 
mission is to provide clear, evidence-
based facts and foster open conversation. 
Episodes break down the science 
behind cannabis and its impact on 
developing brains and prenatal 
health, and share real-life stories. We 
feature experts from medicine, 
psychology and public health, as well as 
individuals with firsthand experience of 
the risks of using high concentration 
products. In addition, we use podcast 
advertising to reach a broader audience 
and ensure our message resonates 
widely.

Social Media







SRC Discussion of Educational 
Campaign

Christopher E. Urbina, MD, MPH
Chair, HB 21-1317 Scientific Review Council
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Discuss Plans and Resources for 
2024-2025
Jonathan Samet, MD, MS

Professor & Former Dean, Colorado School of Public Health

Greg Tung, PhD, MPH
Associate Professor, Colorado School of Public Health
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Plans for 2024-2025
• Budget for Fiscal Year 2024-2025

o $2 Million to support the activities

• Activities
o Administration Core:

▪ Continuing medical education

▪ Policy recommendations

o Research Core:

▪ Update scoping review on fiscal year cycle

▪ Complete mental health systematic review

▪ One further systematic review, focus TBD

o Educational Campaign Core:

▪ Media firm contract

▪ Partnership projects

▪ Project evaluation
36



SRC Discussion 

Christopher E. Urbina, MD, MPH
Chair, HB 21-1317 Scientific Review Council
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Next Steps & Closing Remarks

Jonathan Samet, MD, MS
Professor & Former Dean, Colorado School of Public Health

Christopher E. Urbina, MD, MPH
Chair, HB 21-1317 Scientific Review Council
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