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ROTARY INTERNATIONAL HEALTH SCHOLARSHIP  

APPLICATION  
  

  

Description:  

  

The Center for Global Health at the Colorado School of Public Health, in collaboration with the Castle 
Pines, Denver, Northeast Denver, Aurora Fitzsimmons, Evergreen, University Hills, Northglenn-Thornton, 
and Southeast Denver Rotary Clubs are pleased to announce the continuation of a scholarship for University 
of Colorado graduate students in the health sciences or public health. The goal of this scholarship is to 
provide a small $1,000 grant to individual students who plan on realizing a health-related training experience 
or community health project abroad.  
  

Rotary is an internationally recognized vocational service organization dedicated to the promotion of peace and 

international understanding through all useful professions. Our local Rotary District (5450)  

(http://www.rotary5450.org/) has demonstrated an ongoing dedication to the value of using health care in 
its many forms to promote collaboration and fraternity between distant communities. It is in this spirit of 
international understanding and collaboration that we have jointly worked to establish this scholarship.  
  

Values of Rotary:  

The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise and, in to 

encourage and foster:  

  

• FIRST. The development of acquaintance as an opportunity for service.  

• SECOND. High ethical standards in business and professions, the recognition of the worthiness of all useful 

occupations, and the dignifying of each Rotarian's occupation as an opportunity to serve society.  

• THIRD. The application of the ideal of service in each Rotarian's personal, business, and community life.  

• FOURTH. The advancement of international understanding, goodwill, and peace through a world fellowship 

of business and professional persons united in the ideal of service.     

 

Rotarians are inviting applications from all schools on the University of Colorado Anschutz Campus and are interested 

in learning about students’ aspirations for making a global impact. Specifically, Rotarians are keen for students to 

explore service, education and research projects, understanding their contributions and how they plan to ensure 

sustainability in their endeavors. 

 

Regarding projects, two (2) locations where we intend to provide opportunities are, Kisii, Kenya and Trifinio, 

Guatemala. These locations offer numerous opportunities for students to contribute to the community while 

enhancing their education through various initiatives.  

 

The international sponsored sites in Kisii, Kenya and Trifinio, Guatemala are responsible for ensuring a safe and secure 

working environment for students traveling aboard. The site director for the sponsored sites will identify projects a 

student can join or propose a project in line to enhance the work of the site.   

 

http://www.rotary5450.org/
http://www.rotary5450.org/
http://www.rotary5450.org/
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Other possible sites for research and service will be considered.   

 

                                                        

 

  

Application deadline: March 15th, 2024 – 11:59pm MST. 

Please note in order to be considered for a scholarship award, travel is a must; meaning that the work cannot 

be done in the US.   

Scholarships at $1,000 each will be given to award recipients and the number of awards given will be at the 

discretion of the Scholarship Committee. The funds will be released AFTER project completion and oral 

presentation to the Rotary Club.   

  

Scholarship eligibility:  

• All applicants must be currently registered in a degree-seeking graduate program at the University of Colorado 
health professions system. Preference will be given to students demonstrating a link between their studies and 
the health sciences or global health issues.  

  

• The review and selection committee will be looking for projects that align with the values and mission of Rotary, 

address the vulnerability of the population to be served, sustainability, and public health implications of the 

project, feasibility of the project, ability of the applicant to complete the project, and the applicant’s level of 

experience/expertise.  

  

• Current and past travel is NOT eligible. Eligible travel dates for the scholarship are May through August. 
Students should plan sufficient time to realistically complete a project (a minimum of four weeks abroad). 
*Special conditions for shorter time stay. Please contact jennifer.lin@cuanschutz.edu. 

  

• If an applicant has received another scholarship administered by the Center for Global Health and is awarded 

a Rotary Scholarship, they must choose between the two scholarships. Only one Center for Global Health 

administered scholarship can be awarded to an applicant per cycle but highly encouraged to augment the CGH 

award with others.  

  

Application Materials:   

Each applicant must complete parts I -VIII of the Rotary International Health Scholarship Application.  

  

The Application Requirements:  

  

Part I- The application can be found by clicking this link https://forms.gle/VN9X4sYQvGPzuVtH9    

  

Please complete the application to the best of your knowledge. Parts II, III, III,  IV, V must be 
submitted as separate documents and uploaded as attachments in the application form. If you are 
unable to upload your documents, please send your documents to Jennifer Lin at 
jennifer.lin@cuanschutz.edu   

  

https://forms.gle/VN9X4sYQvGPzuVtH9
https://forms.gle/VN9X4sYQvGPzuVtH9
https://forms.gle/VN9X4sYQvGPzuVtH9
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Part II- Essays (2 are required)  

 

o Provide a brief synopsis of your proposed area of study or community health project. Please be sure to 

include the criteria listed below under “Part VI- Process”: (Limit your answer to 500 words).  

  

o Describe your interest in International Health, and how this project or training experience will likely affect 

your future career plans. Also, describe how your proposed activity reflects the values of Rotary 

International. For more information on Rotary, see page one of the application or visit www.rotary.org. 

(Limit your answer to 500 words). 

  

You will need to attach both essays to your application.  

  

Part III- Statement.  Provide a statement explaining why you are applying for the Rotary Club Scholarship, ensure to 

align your statement with the core values and objectives of the Rotary Club. 

 

Part IV- Letter of Support:  A letter of support from your advisor or program director is required as part of this 
application process. Please attach your letter of support to the application.   

  

Part V- Resume.  A resume is required as part of this application and must be attached to your application.   

  

Part VI- Process:  The scholarship committee is composed of Rotarians and at least two University of Colorado faculty, 

who will evaluate all completed applications. This committee will select award recipients on the following criteria:   

▪ Align with the values and mission of Rotary,   

▪ Address the vulnerability of the population to be served,   

▪ Number of the population impacted,   

▪ Sustainability of the project (isolated vs. ongoing),  

▪ Public Health implications of the project,  

▪ Feasibility of the project,   

▪ Significance/Severity/Intensity of the issue being addressed,   

▪ Ability of the applicant to complete the project,   

▪ Timing to complete a capstone project,   

▪ Life-changing influences on applicant,   

▪ Applicants’ level of experience/expertise  

▪ Cost flexibility- location traveled and other sources of funding  

  

Part VII- Award.  All scholarship applicants will be notified of the decision of the review and selection committee via 

email directly from Jennifer Lin, jennifer.lin@cuanschutz.edu   

  

o Students who plan to travel abroad must contact the Office of Global Education to request access to an 
online application. This application varies depending on the student’s school/college. Please email  
study.abroad@ucdenver.edu  and indicate the following:   

▪ Your Full Name.  

▪ School/College.  

http://www.rotary.org/
http://www.rotary.org/


  4 | P a g e  

▪ Country and intended dates of travel.  

▪ Purpose of travel.   

o Each School/College may require additional steps for international travel that is above and beyond the 

Global Education application. Please check with your CU Sponsored Faculty member or Department 

Administrator.  

 

 o If you accept this Scholarship award, you agree to present your findings at the assigned contributing Rotary 

Club (Castle Pines, Denver, Northeast Denver, Aurora Fitzsimmons, Evergreen, University Hills, 

Northglenn-Thornton, and Southeast Denver Rotary Clubs) within six (6) months of your return or the 

completion of your project. Foreign students will be asked to give a presentation and submit their PowerPoint 

presentation slide decks before returning to their home countries.  

  

Part VIII- Project Completion:  Within six (6) months of completing the Rotary funded project, each award recipient 

is required to give a brief (up to 12-15 minute) oral presentation to a contributing Rotary Club (you will be assigned to a 

specific Rotary club) describing your project in a PowerPoint presentation. With the assistance of your supervising 

faculty/mentor, you are required to submit a well-composed PowerPoint presentation and slide deck. Your PowerPoint 

Presentation should include the following, but not limited to:  

  

1) Title of your project  

2) Faculty/ Mentors name and team  

3) Location of on-site project  

4) Result of your project and the unexpected barriers you experienced  

5) Research methods  

  

o Your PowerPoint presentation slide decks must be submitted to the Center for Global Health, Jennifer 

Lin, at jennifer.lin@cuanschutz.edu prior to your oral presentation as part of your scholarship 

requirement.   

  

o Scholarship monies will be distributed AFTER project completion and presentation.  You are 

REQUIRED to provide an oral presentation and submit a copy of your PowerPoint presentation 

slide decks to the Center for Global Health.   

Per University scholarship policy, the monies will be disbursed into your student’s bursar account 

at the University of Colorado. The monies will automatically go towards any outstanding balance 

in your account. If an outstanding balance does not exist, the financial aid office will request the 

monies be sent to you via check or direct deposit (whichever method you have established with 

their office).  

  

o A copy of any paper published through this effort is required to be submitted to the Center for Global 

Health Scholarship records.   

  

Thank you for your interest in international health science.  Should you have questions regarding this 
scholarship, please contact Jennifer Lin, Center for Global Health, email jennifer.lin@cuanschutz.edu   
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Sponsored Site – Trifinio, Guatemala – Signature Site  

 

In 2011, Guatemalan agribusiness Agro-America, Center for Global Health at Colorado School of Public 

Health, and Children’s Hospital of Colorado entered a public-private partnership to promote the 

comprehensive improvement of health and human development in communities in and around Trifinio, 

located in SW Guatemala. This site has become a hub for providing healthcare for the communities as well as 

an established site for targeted research to understand disease burdens for agriculture workers and their families 

as well as impact of infectious diseases and for introducing selected vaccines for preventable diseases. 

Creciendo Sanos program 

• A Community Needs Assessment (CAN) was completed in 2011 and a few years later the Creciendo Sanos 
program initiated. Creciendo Sanos has two components: Madres Sanas and Niños Sanos delivered primarily by 
nurse home-visits to families in 12 communities surrounding the clinic. 

• During past 4 years, the community programs have expanded to include a malnutrition program 
(PROGRESAN) for children 6-59 months with acute or chronic malnutrition, an adolescent mothers’ program 
with weekly visits during the baby’s first 6 months, a maternal mental health program (ALMA) focused on 
behavior activation, and a family planning pilot program all of which have contributed to providing more robust 
services to the community. 

• For Rotary Scholarships, students may participate in: 1) Work with Guatemalan nurses from FUNSALUD 
Niños Sanos program to update and digitize Spanish language educational flipcharts. 2) Data analysis projects: 
Assist with analyzing data on growth parameters over life in the Niño Sanos program, illnesses, socioeconomic 
factors, etc. including some new data on vaccines and anemia, 3) Specialty Training of Nurses - The nurses are 
also interested in increasing their knowledge on child development and ways to educate and engage caregivers. 
Training the nurses on child development and ways to engage caregivers around the topic. This would be a 
great project for someone planning on travelling to the site.  

Site supported small analysis that could be done by looking at growth parameters.   

• The Center for Human Development (CHD) has ongoing clinical, educational, programmatic, and research 
projects, focusing on maternal-child health, malnutrition, agricultural worker health, and emerging infectious 
diseases. For their Rotary Scholarships, students may establish smaller projects within these activities. Examples 
include 1) leveraging our new electronic health registry (EHR) to implement quality improvement studies in the 
clinic or the banana plantation, 2) laboratory-based diagnostic studies for emerging infectious diseases, and 3) 
One Health-related projects working at the human-animal-vector interface, among others. 
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Sponsored Site – Community Health and Empowerment Clubs – Kisii, Kenya 

 

Global Health Connection’s (GHC) Community Health and Empowerment Clubs (CHEC) program is about 

3 years old.  The CHEC project was initiated by Professor Blair Gifford (Business, Center for Global Health) 

at CU.  Information about GHC and CHECs can be found at www.globalhealthconnections.org.  Village 

members elect to participate in a CHEC for a 3-year period.  In the first half year, members have experiential 

education in twenty-four public health topics (e.g., nutrition, malaria prevention, teen sexuality) and participate 

in experiential exercises to improve household health conditions.  Those that graduate from the health 

curriculum can then participate in the economics curriculum (10 topics) and group income projects (i.e., 

microfinance).  Microfinance projects include bee hives, rice production, detergent making, tree farming, etc.   

 

Extensive surveys (health, economics, and empowerment) are conducted by GHC at base-, mid (18 months) 

and end-line to measure the impact of interventions.  To date, it’s clear that CHECs have had a tremendous 

impact improving health conditions, lowering illness, better financial management and literacy and empowered 

women and balance relations with partners.  Current research by CU medical students involves focus groups 

of women.  Initial results show strong evidence that women in CHECs, in comparison to non-CHEC 

participants in a village, have gained confidence, self-esteem and better partner relations (less hitting, insulting, 

more involvement in decision making).  GHC would welcome additional graduate health students to work 

with collected data, collect their own research data, and participate in service activities in a village.   

 

Global Health Connections has a secure office compound (5 bedrooms, kitchen, Wi-Fi, etc.) and vehicles to 

transport students.  We have numerous community health experts who speak English and translate Swahili 

and Kisii languages.  For the last 5 years, we have had numerous CU medical, public health and nursing 

students conduct research (nutrition, empowerment, breastfeeding, etc.) in the 15 villages that we work in.  The 

villages typically are within an hour’s drive and there are about 2500 people (500 households) in a 

village.  Households are poor (mud huts, thatch roof/corrugated steel, mud floors) with numerous 

outbuildings (livestock) and a subsistence garden.  Kisii is about a 6-hour drive from Nairobi (capital, 

international airport) and 2 hours from Kisumu (local airport).  Students typically enjoy a safari experience in 

the famous Maasai Mara game park.   

 

 

http://www.globalhealthconnections.org/

