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DrPH Practicum
What Is It?

• The practicum is a required field experience (≥ 240 contact hours) that integrates 

DrPH academic preparation with public health practice. 

• The DrPH practicum must incorporate higher-level skills expected to reinforce 

the competencies attained (strategic planning, policy development, epidemiologic 

analyses, etc.) compared to the MPH practicum experience, although the settings 

may be similar. 

• The practicum is jointly directed by a ColoradoSPH faculty advisor and a 

practicing professional in community with leadership experience in public health 

agency. 

• Students are responsible for completion of at least one project during the 

practicum that is meaningful for the organization and demonstrates advanced 

public health practice. 



DrPH Practicum
Why?

• Demonstrate mastery of evidence-based public health 

decision-making 

• Demonstrate competency in translating knowledge into 

effective public health practice

• Demonstrate leadership, independence and innovation in a 

public health project that addresses a community agency’s 

need

• Obtain experience applying advanced knowledge and skills at 

a community agency.



DrPH Practicum
When?

• Students must have completed at least one year of 

coursework (preferably two years) prior to 

registering for the DrPH practicum. 

• Students are encouraged to complete the leadership 

and management courses before enrolling in 

practicum.



DrPH Practicum
How?

• Talk to your advisor about your course sequence, timing for 

practicum and potential sites/opportunities of interest

• Identify and confirm site and willing preceptor

• Meet with Faculty Director of PBL

• Complete and submit the completed DrPH Practicum Proposal and 

Learning Plan Packet to ColoradoSPH. Practicum@CUAnschutz.edu

• Obtain a permission code and enroll in the course (PUBH 6850)

• Four credit hours (≥ 240 contact hours), which can be spread over 

two consecutive semesters (2 credit hours/semester)



COURSE DETAILS



DrPH Practicum
Course Requirements

• Demonstrate a depth of competency attainment of five 

competencies

• Two competencies must be selected form the Leadership, 

Management & Governance domain 

• One of which must be: #5. Communicate public health science to diverse 

stakeholders, including individuals at all levels of health literacy, for purposes of 

influencing behavior and policies

• The remaining three competencies can be foundational or focus area-

specific



DrPH Practicum
Course Requirements

• Three evaluation meetings with advisor and preceptor

• Final Report and Self-Reflection

• Final Presentation at DrPH Showcase



DrPH Practicum
Where Can I Find Resources?



DrPH Practicum
Where Can I Find Resources?



COVID-19 Form 

with required 

signatures



CONTACT

Faculty Director PBL and Course Instructor

Mary K. Dinger, PhD, CHES, FACSM

Professor, Community & Behavioral Health

ColoradoSPH.Practicum@CUAnschutz.edu



QUESTIONS?


