UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO DENVER

ANSCHUTZ MEDICAL CAMPUS

GRADUATE SCHOOL


INSTRUCTIONS AND INFORMATION 


FOR DrPH STUDENTS PLANNING TO


TAKE THE COMPREHENSIVE EXAMINATION

All of the documents and instructions listed below are available on the CSPH DrPH Resource page (http://www.ucdenver.edu/academics/colleges/PublicHealth/Academics/academics/Pages/index.aspx).
1.
Application for Admission to Candidacy. Complete the application and obtain the required signatures of your committee chair and program director.  The application must be returned to CSPH Professional Programs no later than two weeks prior to the date of your Comprehensive Examination.   Make sure your courses are listed in chronological order (i.e., the earliest/oldest courses are listed first) and that you have the correct number of hours for your program (check with your program advisor).

The purpose of this form is to allow your program to approve the courses you are using for your degree (not necessarily all the courses you have taken) and to give them the opportunity to ensure you have taken all your required courses.  You may not simply attach a transcript.  The minimum number of courses that your program must list on the application is 30 semester hours.  Incomplete forms will not be accepted.
When the application has been approved by Professional Programs, you will be sent a card informing you of the approval of your application.  You cannot take the Comprehensive Exam until this application is approved.  After passing the Comprehensive Examination you are considered to be admitted to candidacy for the DrPH degree. 

2.
Request for Scheduling Examination. Complete the request and obtain the required signatures of your dissertation committee chair and the DrPH program director.  The request must be returned to CSPH Professional Programs at least two weeks prior to the date you plan to take the Examination.


STUDENT NAME - your name as it appears on University records (no nicknames).


STUDENT NUMBER - check with the Registrar’s Office if you are unsure of this.


AREA OF STUDY- e.g., Community and Behavioral Health, Epidemiology

TYPE OF EXAMINATION - self-explanatory.

DATE OF EXAM - the month/day/year that you will take exam.  Check with program chair if unsure.


TIME - the time the exam will begin.

ROOM NUMBER - list the building number, room number (NOT the room's name) and then the building 

name (i.e., P18-8108, RC1 North). 

DISSERTATION TITLE – self explanatory.
THESIS ADVISOR/MENTOR - list the faculty member’s name who will be directing your thesis research.
EXAMINATION COMMITTEE – See DrPH Handbook. 
REQUIRED APPROVAL SIGNATURES – Dissertation Committee Chair and Program Director
3.
Transfer of Credit. See DrPH Handbook.
4.
Registration for the Examination.  You must be registered to take the Comprehensive Examination.  If you are already registered for a course or thesis hours, you do not have to register for anything else.  If you are not registered, you may register for 1 to 10 thesis hours.  

5.
Doctoral Thesis Hours (8990).  After passing the Comprehensive Examination, you must register for Doctoral Thesis hours (8990).  DrPH students must register for a minimum of 21 (semester) CSPH dissertation credit hours to complete the requirements of the degree. 

Students may register for a maximum of 10 hours of dissertation credit in any one semester. Students must register for a minimum of 5 hours of dissertation credit in each Fall and Spring semester following successful completion of the comprehensive examinations.  Once a student has completed 21 dissertation credits, they need to enroll for only one credit in each Fall and Spring semester until a successful defense of their thesis. Registration for other coursework cannot substitute for this requirement. Students defending between semesters must register for the subsequent semester.
*Please note.  DrPH students can take up to 6 dissertation credit hours prior to completion of the comprehensive exam.  
6.
Examination Results.  The following results are possible:

A final examination of the dissertation will be conducted orally by the examination committee.  Arrangements for the final examination must be sent to the DrPH education coordinator at least two weeks in advance.  
Below is a list of the possible outcomes for the defense:

Pass- Affirmative votes by a majority of the committee members signifying that the candidate has met the dissertation requirement. The committee may still request changes to the dissertation document but these should be minimal.

Pass with conditions- A majority of committee members agree that the candidate will pass the dissertation requirement with additional work on the thesis that can be completed within a set timeline.  These conditions will be specified and must be satisfied within 60 days of the defense.

Fail- If a student fails the examination, s/he may not continue in the program.

