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Healthy Families America

To promote child and 
family well-being, prevent 
child maltreatment, and 
strengthen communities, 

we make available the 
high-quality, evidence-

based HFA home visiting 
model in communities 
throughout the US and 

worldwide

Policy

To advocate on behalf of 

the vulnerable children 

and families we serve, 

we advance federal and 

state policies that 

promote the well-being of 

children and families and 

strengthen communities

Public Engagement & 
Impact

To shift the conversation 
about child abuse and 

neglect to primary 
prevention and drive 

widespread action, we 
engage our nationwide 
chapter network, HFA 

affiliates, and policy and 
research partners to 

articulate, elevate, and 
amplify our mission

Chapter Network

To change public 
perception around child 

abuse and neglect 
prevention and promote 

healthy child 
development, we provide 
leadership and organize 

a coordinated effort 
throughout our 

nationwide state chapter 
network

Research & Evaluation

Strategic Partnerships



National Virtual Conference

https://preventchildabuse.org/conference-2021/

https://preventchildabuse.org/conference-2021/


Day 1: Dr. Nadine Burke-Harris
• Surgeon General of California

• TOPIC: Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE’s); how 

ACE knowledge is being put into practice in 

California; opportunities for prevention

Day 2: Dr. Lisseth Rojas-Flores
• Associate Professor of Clinical Psychology, Department of 

Doctoral Psychology at Fuller Theological Seminary

• TOPIC: Immigrant children’s well-being; how trauma, 

community violence, and socio-structural adversity impacts the 

child & family unit

Day 3: Vu Le
• Former Executive Director of RVC, a nonprofit in Seattle that 

promotes social justice by developing leaders of color, 

strengthening organizations led by communities of color, and 

fostering collaboration between diverse communities.

http://rainiervalleycorps.org/


Plan for today…

• Overview of violence & strategies for prevention

• Review of paid family leave & child care subsidies

• Aims of current project & plans for analysis

• Data on effects of COVID-19



Child Maltreatment

• 656,000 substantiated cases

• 61% neglect

• 10% physical abuse

• 7% sexual abuse

• 1,840 deaths







Intimate Partner Violence

• National Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence 
Survey (NISVS) (Smith et al., 2018)



Overlapping Violence

• Child maltreatment & IPV often co-occur

• 41% overlap in child abuse and IPV (Appel & Holden, 1998)

• Commonly referred to as the “double-whammy” 
effect (Hughes, Parkinson, & Vargo, 1989)

• IPV & child maltreatment share similar etiological 
patterns (Wilkins, Tsao, Hertz, Davis, & Klevens, 2014)



Wilkins, N., Tsao, B., Hertz, M., Davis, R., Klevens, J. (2014). Connecting the Dots: An Overview of the 

Links Among Multiple Forms of Violence. Atlanta, GA: National Center for Injury Prevention and 

Control, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Oakland, CA: Prevention Institute.



Technical Packages







Why early childhood policies?



Leave Policy in the US

• US lacks a federal paid leave program (Stanczyk, 2019)

• Family Medical Leave Act of 1993 (FMLA)

• Employment protection with 12 weeks annually of 
unpaid leave

• Excluding:

• Small businesses (less than 50 employees)

• Employed less than a year (1,250 hours/past 12 months)

• 59% are eligible for FMLA & fewer can afford to take 
advantage of unpaid leave (National Partnership For Women & 

Families, 2016)



Paid Family & Medical Leave

• Allowing caregivers to take paid time off of work to care 
for a new child or sick family member (Winston et al., 2019)

• 19% of workers have access to paid leave
• 40% have access to personal medical leave
• 84% of voters support paid family and medical leave policy for all 

(National Partnership for Women & Families)  

• Outcomes
• Increased leave-taking among parents of newborns (Rossin-Slater et 

al., 2013)

• Raised breastfeeding rates (Hamad et al., 2018; Huang & Yang, 2015; Pac et al., 
2019)

• Improved parental mental health (Bullinger, 2019)

• Improved the amount and/or quality of time parents spend with 
children, including time spent reading with children (Bailey et al., 2019; 
Bullinger, 2019; Trajkovski, 2019) 

https://preventchildabuse.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Toolkit-Paid-Family-Leave-Report-Policy-Affinity-Group-UPDATED-121620.pdf

https://preventchildabuse.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Toolkit-Paid-Family-Leave-Report-Policy-Affinity-Group-UPDATED-121620.pdf


National Landscape of PFL

https://www.nationalpartnership.org/our-work/resources/economic-justice/paid-leave/state-paid-family-leave-laws.pdf

https://www.nationalpartnership.org/our-work/resources/economic-justice/paid-leave/state-paid-family-leave-laws.pdf




PFL & Violence Outcomes



Child Care Subsidies

• Child Care Development Fund (CCDF)

• Challenges for working caregivers:
• Cost: average annual cost of center-based childcare for infants in the 

United States is $11,896, and ranges from $5,760 to $20,880  (Child 
Care Aware of America, 2019)

• Access
• Reliability

• Variability in subsidies across states
• Eligibility criteria
• Copayment size
• Exemptions for copayment (e.g., families with very low incomes)
• Purchasing power of subsidy
• Work hour requirements to remain eligible



Child Care Subsidies

• Child care cost & instability are associated with 
higher levels of self-reported physical & psychological 
aggression (Ha, Collins, & Martino, 2015)

• Parental concerns regarding child care are 
associated with higher levels of neglect (Yang & Maguire-Jack, 

2016)

• Quality of care, cost of care, flexibility of care

• Receipt of child care subsidy is associated with 
decreases in official reports of physical abuse & 
neglect and self-reported supervisory neglect (Yang, 

Maguire-Jack, Showalter, Kim, & Shook-Slack, 2019; Maguire-Jack, Purtell, Showalter, Barnhart, & 
Yang, 2019)



Maguire-Jack et al., in progress

Child Care & Violence



AIMS OF GRANT

Table 1. Specific Aims

Specific Aim Description

Aim 1a: Paid Family 

Leave (PFL)

Effects of PFL on Child Maltreatment (CM) and Intimate Partner 

Violence (IPV)

Aim 1b (PFL) Variation in PFL effects on CM & IPV for key subgroups (e.g., 

race/ethnicity)

Aim 1c: (PFL) PFL potential mechanisms effect on CM & IPV violence outcomes

Aim 2a: Early Child 

Care Provisions 

(ECCP)

Effects of ECCP on CM & IPV

Aim 2b (ECCP) Variation in ECCP effects on CM & IPV for key subgroups (e.g., 

race/ethnicity)

Aim 2c (ECCP) ECCP potential mechanisms effect on CM & IPV violence 

outcomes







RAPID-EC Project

https://medium.com/rapid-ec-project/american-dream-vs-american-reality-9a0ebfc7ee6b

https://medium.com/rapid-ec-project/american-dream-vs-american-reality-9a0ebfc7ee6b




https://services.aap.org/en/patient-care/family-snapshot-during-the-covid-19-pandemic/

https://services.aap.org/en/patient-care/family-snapshot-during-the-covid-19-pandemic/


PARENTS’ EXPERIENCE WITH SCHOOLWORK
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INTIMATE PARTNER VIOLENCE

Emotional:

• Kept from having money or 

seeing family; kept trace 

of you; threats of 

physical harm, etc.

Physical:

• Slapped, shoved, shook, 

punched, kicked, beat; 

choked, used or 

threatened weapon etc.





https://preventchildabuse.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Prevent-Child-Abuse-America-2021-

Physical-Punishment-Report.pdf

Prevalence of Physical Punishment

• 42% report using physical punishment in the 

last month

• Of those who report using physical punishment, 

38% report not feeling good about it

Attitudes, Beliefs, & Perceptions of Physical 

Punishment

• 45% believe that it is sometimes necessary to 

give a child a good hard spanking

• 42% believe that spanking is the best way to get 

a child to listen

• 59% believe it is a parents’ right to spank their 

child

Policies Banning Physical Punishment

• Only 18% disagreed with a ban of physical 

punishment in schools

• Nearly half of respondents disagreed with a 

federal or state ban of physical punishment in 

the home setting

Future Parents

• Only 28% of future parents intend to use 

physical punishment

• 22% of future parents are unsure if they will use 

physical punishment

https://preventchildabuse.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Prevent-Child-Abuse-America-2021-Physical-Punishment-Report.pdf


https://cicm.wustl.edu/child-abuse-prevention-month-in-the-context-of-covid-19/

• Remote learning has limited 

observation:
• Seeing physical signs

• Noticing changes in behavior or unusual 

behavior (e.g., sitting in bathroom)

• Observation of behavior in different 

contexts (e.g., playground)

• Casual conversations

Child abuse & COVID-19

https://cicm.wustl.edu/child-abuse-prevention-month-in-the-context-of-covid-19/






COVID-19 & Child Maltreatment

• Increased sources of parental stress
• Unemployment

• Financial strain

• Resource insecurity

• Mental health & substance abuse

• Virtual learning

• Increased social isolation
• Shelter-in-place

• Physical distancing

• Lack of support

• Lack of in-person events

• Access to services

• Lack of universal system of support
• Wait till problems arise

• Lack of family-friendly policies 

• Timing, type, and dosage of services

• Coordination across development
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