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1.
2.
3. Implementing macro-level policies and campaigns to change behaviors

HOW?

Clearly identifying the fatality outcome

Understanding the mechanisms that lead to the cause-specific mortality



1.
2.
3.Advocates identified interventions (e.g., requiring car/booster seats, passing graduate drivers licensing 

policies, enacting speed limits, enforcing law affecting impaired driving BAC laws, minimum legal 
drinking age laws, zero tolerance laws, higher alcohol taxes). Awareness campaigns. Manufacturers 
improved safety of vehicles. 

Riding in vehicles was clearly identified. Goal became reduce MV accidents by making all driving safer 
(i.e., universal prevention involves everyone driving the speed limit, not just those identified as 
unsafe). 

Research determined the primary factors in MV fatalities.

MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENT FATALITIES



“Reducing neglect is challenging because it seems to be the 
result of complex and unidentified interactions that our 
current health and social services systems do not 
effectively prevent.”





“Neglect is not necessarily the result of intentional 
behaviors that can be influenced or easily changed, 
especially if larger macro-level factors are at play that 
suppress the family’s ability to promote child well-being.”



What causes 
neglect?



“If we accept that poverty is a causal factor in the 
perpetration of neglect, we can begin to reduce neglect 
(and its consequences) long before the exact mechanisms 
are understood.”



Feely, Raissian, Schneider, & Bullinger (2021)
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Time & Money



Macro-level factors
& systems synergy
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Child neglect = 
unemployment rate

Time & Money



SOME EXAMPLES





“The typical minimum wage earner is a provider and a 
breadwinner—most likely a woman—responsible for 
paying bills, running a household and raising children.”        
--Thomas Perez, United States Secretary of Labor (2014)



Benefit from 
minimum wage 
increase, EITC 

expansion, & child 
support policy 

changes

At-risk of perpetrating 
child maltreatment 
(namely, neglect)

Substantial Overlap



Cancian, Yang, & Slack (2013)



Cancian, Yang, & Slack (2013)

$100 per year reduced screened-in reports by 2 
percentage points (10%).



Raissian & Bullinger (2017)



Raissian & Bullinger (2017)

$1 increase in MW reduces neglect reports by 10%



Berger et al. (2017)



Berger et al. (2017)

Increase in income from EITC of $1,000 reduced CPS 
involvement by 7-10%.



Kovski et al. (2021)



Kovski et al. (2021)

10 % pt increase in state EITC reduced neglect reports 
by 10%



Biehl & Hill (2018)



Biehl & Hill (2018)

EITC expansion from ARRA2009 (~$1,000) reduced 
foster care entry by 7.5%



Schneider, Bullinger, & Raissian (2021)
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$1 increase in MW 
reduces spanking  
by 22%



Schneider, Bullinger, & Raissian (2021)

$1 increase in MW reduces physical aggression by 27%



Schneider, Bullinger, & Raissian (2021)

$1 increase in MW reduces psychological aggression by 21%



Schneider, Bullinger, & Raissian (2021)

$1 increase in MW 
reduces maternal 
employment by 6.5%



Schneider, Bullinger, & Raissian (2021)

$1 increase in MW 
reduces working 
weekend shifts by 70%
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Time & Money



CONCLUSIONS



1.
2.
3.

Policies that address the underlying social & economic problems 
contributing to poverty offer promise.

CONCLUSIONS

Neglect remains intractable. 

Likely because they target the macro-level environment that may lead to 
neglect. 



Thank you!

lrbullin@gatech.edu

www.lindseybullinger.com




